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Sai Kung boasts the longest stretch
of coastline in Hong Kong, and the
most numerous outlying islands.
Someislands are so unique in natural
scenery that they adorn the sea like
luminous pearls. Others feature
extraordinary rugged profiles and
rear up abruptly from the water.
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Boat Tour of Sai Kung Islands
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The Sai Kung Islands - The ideal outdoor geological
classroom for studying igneous rocks
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Sai Kung is a unigue region of imposing rich geodivetsity. These famous
geosites include the magnificent sea stacks on Bluff Island, the
breathtaking tubular rock columns and sea caves on Wang Chau, the
typical coastal terrain of Basalt Island, rare acidic hexagoral volcanic rock
colurins of High Island, and rhyolite on Sharp Island
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Natural Hexagonal Column Mural

Averaging 12 m in diameter and reaching 100 m in
height, the hexagonal columns along Fa Shar are the
highest in Hong Kong. The hexagonal rock columins in
other regions of the world are usually dark gray basalt,
while the acidic rock columing in Hong Kong are
light-coloured rhyolitic volcanic rack. Seenfrom a
distarice, these rare, light-coloured rock columns are like
a natural hexagonal calurmn mutal
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High Island Reservoir - B E7KE

A Reservoir with the Largest Water

Storage Capacity

To store more water, the government built the High
Island Reservoir in the 1970s, with its East Dam and West
Dam used to intercept seawater. High Island Reservoir is
the largest reservoir in Hong Kong with a capacity of 273
million cubic metres. This water project was even elected
as one of the 10 Engineering Wonders in Hong Kong".
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Stack Cut by Waves

Po Pin Chau, formerly part of High
Island, eventually becorries a typical
sea slack when il was separaled rom
the land due to extended ercsion of
waves.
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A Sea Cliff Full of Hexagonal
Prisms

Bluff Island, Basalt Island, Wang Chau,
etc. are known as Ung Kong Group.
Along Bluff Island by boat, you will see
the spectacular sea cliff full of hexagonal
prisms, gravel beaches formed by
collapsed columns, as well as dark-gray
basalt dikes that have intruded along
columnar joints in the nearly upright
hexagonal rock columns.
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Tin Hau Temple

Tin Hau is commonly enshrined in Hong Kong and provinces along the
coasts in South China. Legend has it that Tin Hau has the supernatural
power to predict weather since she was a child and often saves lives when
shipwreck happens, so the villagers along the coasts all set up temples to
worship her. The time-honoured Tin Hau Temple in High Island has “three
treasures’, of which the ancient clock remoulded in the 6th year (1741) of
Qianlong’s reign is the most precious. The other “two treasures”are the relief
and sedan chair dating back to the 11th year (1885) and 32nd year (1906) of
Guangxu’s reign.

P17

K (D) (EEA LT DEBOREPERFEE CLUE
MENTVET, HEBVICENERLZEHD DB SEBNERR
FHIEE & FIB MM DBH BN S DABEROZ ST
T DD ARRIEERAVICWDEDEER TRZATEVEL
fe BAREDREMOERIFEH 3 DOENLRBEINTVET,
RTIE1741 F GERZRESE) I/ESN R D RBBELZED T
Fodp&2 DIF1885 & (EkE+—F) WDLU—T7£1906 &F (&
=+=F) BOELVFIT T,

i i

JinlIsland - &

Bell-shaped Arch

Columnar joirits in Jin Island are sirviilar to those in High Island but
differertt in shape probably because the cooling envitonment of
the rock was different. In the south of Jin Island, the headland was
detached from the rock mass due to extended wave impact,
forming a stack known as "Kam Chung Ngam'” The 30m High
Bellshaped arch is rated as the most beautiful of its kind in Hong
Korig. Tiu Churig Arch has the resemblance of a bell, hence the
riame
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Prehistoric caldera remains

Research shiows that large-scale volcanic eruptions took place
here 140 million years ago. One huge volcano collapsed arter
eruption, creating a massive basin stretching more than 10km
across. This is called a caldera. The centre of this ancient caldera
was near today’s High Island region. Subsequently, scotching
volcanic materials formed deposits inside the caldera They
cooled down gradually and eventually became the hexagonal
rock columns we see today.
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On the Edge of the Ancient Caldera

Relentless wave erosion has sculpted many bays and headlands,
of which Hap Mun Bay Beach is a favourite destination for
swimming. Sharp Island has also a tombolo formed by sand and
stones, which connects the island with Kiu Tau. Geologically,
Sharp Island is on the edge of the ancient caldera. It is an
assembly of diversified volcanic and intrusive rocks, and a good
place to appreciate igneous rocks.
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