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, but Kat O was not a pure ago, the local population continued to grow. There were about 600 Guidelines for V|S|t|ng Hong Kong Geopark

Hakka villagers and several hundred fishermen about a century t e e o e s e e cecececece ettt Tttt
ago. In the 1950s and 1960s, the local population reached its peak

= ;E F* E BA - AXEBFRE - EEXILE EI)]i ~ cultural background, the Hakka and fishermen clans and families lived inclusively and harmoniously at about 4,000 Hakka villagers and nearly 2,000 fishermen, in which

: i 3 TS : on Kat O, joining hands to develop their island home over the years. Kat O islanders were always 43 families of 37 clans lived. AN g e A\ E 2 = A REIL
RZ B EAIERIEE ﬁ%qﬂlb\ I ESER willing to help travellers in distress. There is a public burial ground on the island, where passing / U& i Respect the geopark communities and their heritage
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Kat O is the biggest island in the northeast New Territories. Katfi{ffgs?s& BRI : Bcilk Ho®E
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Characterised by a curvy shape and deep bays, it is a natural % NN S TN BN SN <IN/ SN akeyourlitierhome
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are many cultural heritage sites to explore. Once an economic
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Note the safety warning signs at geosites

Kat O was an important market of the Mirs Bay region some 150 years ago. ' K_W°k' Lee, Leung, Liu, Shek,
In the 1950s and 1960s, Kat O’s booming fishing industry and dense popula- Sin, To

tion created many business, opportunities. Lined with[fnore than 60 shops
offering diverse merchandlsé,‘ Kat O Main Street attracted local'shoppers, as
well as merchants and street: performers from:urban Hong Kong and across
Guangdong. It was a bustling-marketplace Y T -

hub in the Mirs'Bay region, Kat O remains a scenic island with

rn:many S|tes of natural beauty. Indeed, it is celebrated as the
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Stay alert to weather and environmental changes

;_,-, “Pearl of Mir§ Bay”.
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\_/ Guangdong and became the new Kat O’s population peaked at about Don't disturb or harm wildlife
f T ELEEEREAEEE - indigenous islanders. Boat-dwelling 6,000 people. The local economy
Several human settlements fishermen also returned to the nearby boomed. More than 60 shops on the s ====== : === === ==-
were established on the waters to fish. main street offered a wide range of c o tTﬁJ%ﬁﬁE%_ﬁgﬁ&
island. merchandise. N E R ER AT BE
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EERTRRR - Bt - At S REE 5 - mARREEZSAREN G - TR HBEASHEENE BSEEERFRE Don't climb on outcrops, sleeps or rocky coasts
New Stone Age human The villagers were forced to BRMABERIIEERIL 50 o Family Names of Hakkas : in order to prevent accidents
were hunting and fishing relocate amid political turmoil in Supported by a favourable Socioeconomic changes led to mass Chan, Cheuk, Cheung, Chim,
on the island. the late Ming and early Qing geographical setting and location, migration, with 80% of the population Choi, Chow, Chow, Chung, Ho
dynasties. The island was Kat O became the most important starting new lives overseas; most of the <t ,Kw o ' Lam’ (18 Law
deserted for a few decades. anchorage and supply stopover in rest moved to urban Hong Kong. Today L H L 9 Li i M ’ T ’
Mirs Bay. It quickly developed into less than 50 permanent residents live on eung, Lee, Liu, 0" am,
a regional economic centre. the island. Tang, Tong, Tsang, Tsui, Wan,

Wong, Wong, Woo, Yau, Yau,
Yip, Yeung, Yung
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In the past, most Hakka people were farmers. However, on Kat O, where the soil was poor,
and farmland and fresh water were limited. They created terraces on the slopes and grew
drought-tolerant crops, mainly sweet potatoes and peanuts.
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Purse seine fishing

RIS EEERSHEE - 1960FR - FAIREE -
BRENERRETE0ER - BEHAT - According to local legend, Kat O people were blessed by a dragon vein on the
== o IEBATTS BRI, )
REESHEEARRERNARLN ’fEE&HﬁEH‘“‘Eé S . . island. They enjoy big families and prosperity. To keep the dragon vein alive, the
IRS|MEEZRE - BA—RARBIIEHEE - H2—iRiE - 8 e During the low season, Kat O fishermen would set up On Lung Tai Ping Ching Chiu ceremony has been held every 10 years since 1756.
BANREERK - BRECEN\ADRSIEE - ’ special nets to harvest conch, which was a i A similar ceremony on a smaller scale is held every five years. This five-day,
. = f high-value seafood. In Mirs Bay in the 19605_, they Traditional four-night religious fair has a history of over 260 years. Activities include Taoist
Purse seine fishing was commonly used by Hong Kong fishermen. Lamps L could catch conches up to 40cm long, weighing festivals \ rituals, a parade and traditional folk performances. The next festival will be held in
: > ’ E were lit on fishing boat at night to attract fish, and a large net was cast to several kilograms. 4 2026.
X dnn trap them. This was a high-yield fishing method, but it required seven or “\ 7
Fi Shermen eight men to work together as a team. i //
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;ﬁ;ﬁﬁgggﬁgg;gmggigw rﬁﬁg;ﬁtmlﬂirﬁﬁ\g i e o - e O et e With rich catches, some islanders changed 1o 195 - 5 - EEEPIEAISENXERA=I - SRR SRR o E+E—ENEFIS (3
: b o EEMA— RSB ARE - LUt 3 T L~ Al o P« 2 « Bl ~ P35 « BH - EREAMEEN) ATEREE  ABREGNESARESRXEAIE
BRI ER - tEasRNEaR %1 BRRBEREFE  WERER e o - L ] T . produce sun-dried seafood. They purchased fresh 15 . BRSO\ R S —t » T2 BB -
AE - TEERERAESMIETTE © B - SR AR ‘,‘ﬁpﬁ—;ﬂﬂ_ﬁﬁgﬁwé@ 5 £ —E bt~ A catches from fishermen and processed them into B s =7 AN
#ﬁﬁ?:}ﬂ’ﬁ’ﬁﬁ HIEE “E'QQ;E‘ 5 S > I s = - sun-dried fish and seafood for sale in the urban fish
Farming on barren land was hard to sustain the R © SRS - markets. Kat O’s high quality sun-dried seafood was N Tin Hau is the guardian deity devoutly followed by Chinese fishing communities. On Kat O, even Hakka villagers worship Tin
livehood of a family, the Hakka men often went . o __ ) ¥ very famous. Most products were shipped to Hong PR Hau. The common faith brings seafarers and land-dwellers closely together. Colourful activities, such as a parade and fa pao
fishing to earn extra income. This formed the It was a fixed fishing facility set up in a R E SRR E R BN - 1B U Kong Island; some were exported to as far as snatching contest are organised every year on the 23" day of the 3 lunar month to celebrate the birthday of Tin Hau.
tradition of Hakka men fished at sea, while the shoal by the sea. The main body was a 3| mEE R . %2 o QIR E * Guangdong and Southeast Asia.
women farmed the land. Unlike fishermen huge square net propped up by wooden E . Legend has it that the Tin Hau of Kat O, Grass Island (Tap Mun), in Sai Kung, and Yantian, in Shenzhen, are three sisters. As
elsewhere in Hong Kong, most Kat O islanders poles. It was lifted and lowered with a rope. B3 T - ERE RGeS ‘E ° . for their seniority in the family, versions vary. On the first day of the decennial, the Tap Mun rural alliance Tai Ping Ching Chiu
caught fish by tsang pang or dong-tsai. When the rope was released, the net . (Grass Islar_rd, Kat O, Ko Lz_au War_r, Sam Mun ‘Tsrai, Sham Warr, Sam Mo Shek V_Vz_an and Luen Yick Fishermen Village),
dropped onto the seabed. After a while, the This was an artificial reef-like structure made with . representatives of the organiser, sail to Kat O to invite the Kat O Tin Hau goddess to join the other two goddesses for a grand
rope was tightened to bring the net up to ropes and grass. Fish were drawn to live and feed . celebration on Grass Island.
trap fish swimming by. there. Fishing nets were cast around the o

dong-tsai periodically to catch the fish.
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A 20-minute hike will take you to this vantage point 70
metres above sea level (equivalent to a 25-storey high
rise). It offers vistas of Tung O Wan beach, O Pui Tong, zz:';nfuzll'; ;:iz;g?an);ei;'ji t":?se;: rt?:.r I ;bvtrgltl i:

Pouble Haven and Kat O Main Street. EREIESRRERNGE - EVEBEFRE i i > Sai O has the best water on the island, and it was
o REESOZFRIMN—EREAFET - B g the islanders’ main source of fresh water in the
IHERLR - FERS @ BIAKFE - EHSER Im - ERNEREMRSRXEERZE - £2019F 1080 - EE=ENREES e o past. During the decennial On Lung Tai Ping Ching
BLRSRE - FE TESRILERBMALE EHE R © WRIVEIENE - URSRNXILEEE I GEES - EPI o Chiu Festival, “holy water” is fetched from this well
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This signature old tree on the island has stood for ;gﬁﬁgﬁg%ggg;%gg%fﬁg ﬁéSOE The Kat O Story Room, in the side chamber of the Tin Hau Temple, was opened in = ;I%g%i%ggzgﬁimﬁgggggg%ggg
i g ; more than 100 years. It was blown to one side by = _:g i October 2019. The colourful displays cover the local history of the island, as well & . PSR SEE - ALR DT EREE -

BIREES0K (BEMEENRAK28EE) - . . - strong wind in a typhoon more than 80 years ago. BMEREE - as villagers’ collective memories and the island’s cultural and intangible cultural BEEAPMIEE A2 _AE&¥§75E5%fTIE r~§§
SEFR15F2005E - SESEHRE - 52 e 8 . . Since then it has been growing horizontally but . . . . heritage. Manager and tour guides of the story room are all local fishermen and ;Egi\ﬂ ) F%P?gﬁx—gr_ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 3
RENNERY =S BUERIE - FEHDAVESH ~ ST 3 s - not higher. It is an unusual sight on Kat O. In the Wit2 VIO [REW TEn 5 1D (et fmseikit ek Hakka villagers. They are happy to share everything about their beloved island = ks 4
EBHEMA EMREEBED—SEE - " 8 old days, when there was little entertainment, building on Kat 0, and one of the island’s key tourist ETiE :
- ' - romantic walks and quiet chats under the tree attractions. Inside the hall is a bronze bell, made in the These are among the most famous cultural relics on Kat O
28" year of the Qianlong period (1763). It can therefore 9 HoE : EEAET1438E (RE=ER) 'rl'nr;s;I:;t;:g;dgi;y‘y:;?;enr?sdtﬁ:: ?hldzlgri :tsgo:gal::g ;\gtst;

This is the oldest well on Kat O, believed to date

A = 4 ; o =y = SmmAEiE A I = were popular activities for lovers. It is said that
The ascent to this lookout takes about 15 to 20 - ) LR 1970F805F - HRNEHEIBERT K - BERESRE—EARERIS lovers who made a wish in front of the free would (5 i s (i feil o [ ) (e @ e (e

minutes. Eighty metres above sea level . i RIDEIEASTRBLNGH RIBEEEABE—REEERVNTIRFZ S [ [ CECET GEE G0 GEE 250 years, Both the interior and exterior of the temple Address: No. 143, Kat O Main Street (side chamber of the Tin Hau Temple) was guarded by Ghurka officers. While lending a hand to
(equivalent to a 28-storey high rise), it offers a E - 15 HISERESE - R TEIE - Lovers’ Tree. are beautifully decorated with ceramic sculptures, O BIRiER  ZEHN - BRAREE renovate the temple they accidentally spilled some paint on

scenic panorama of Kat O, Double Haven, nearby wood carvings and colour murals. It is a historical (EBED—3 N ) EF10E 330D the original door gods. They used their imagination and drew

Ap Chau, as well as Yantian, and the Dameisha Mariculture rafts were very popular in Kat O in the 1970s and 1980s. There was a large building of great appreciation value. Opening hours: 10:00am to 3:30pm new door gods by copying each others appearance,
and Xiaomeisha resorts in Shenzhen. fish farm in O Pui Tong, whose owner built a 1,000ft raft bridge that extended out to sea on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays resulting in a pair of Western or gweilo door gods.

so workers could walk easily to and from the fish rafts. Today, only the metal bateau of g th .

T Lot e B e TS, (except for the 1+t to 10t days of Chinese New Year)



EHITEE & 8 Ko Pang Teng Viewing Point

=@ | oem T4E o and goes to various heritage sites on the island. The trail is
ERIAEEE SRR - BREAET - generally level. The paths forms two branches, one leading to

FaZIBRD BB ES BN SRS a viewing point at Ko Tei Teng and another to Ko Pang Teng.
=8 weEOILEEE - O fRE T ES The former offers distant vistas of Yantian, Shenzhen, and

Srmm sy - g tE , BITTFrEr other regions in the north; the latter offers a view across the
Eiﬁi’?‘g ﬁf&%mi RAISIREE lyrical Double Haven in the south.
mryiaE SREIMESE -

WL BN E27RERE RRE There are 27 interpretation panels a_Iong Kat O _Heritage Trail.
Scan the QR code on the panel to listen to stories told by the

Fetihe DY _#ES(QR code) - fETIESER  \ijagers and geopark guides.
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ERMEBUFEXEARIN - EEBS The Kat O Heritage Trail is centred around Kat O Main Street ETEER L Ko Tei Teng Viewing Point

BB E TungOo Wan

WigF e
Mountain and
Sea Pavilion b ;d{i'

< 1IENEEER
Try It Now

o o OSSOSO

EREE
Police Post

B RIS BE S P PO RY —HE TR SEEN RS
1SRRI E T RN R MRS &
Bl O 23723 2

Open the QR code reader on your

smartphone. Aim it at the QR code
to scan it.
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Kat O has good vegetation coverage and no distinct Eﬁﬂ]ﬁ ’ ' ’

rock outcrops. However, wave-cut erosion is apparent
along the coast, where the rock is relatively well
exposed. There are four main types of rock on Kat O:
tuff, breccia, siltstone and limestone.

Ko Pang Teng
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Tin Hau Temple 9 i
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Kat O Heritage Trail Interpretation Panel
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( % iE Method (1) ) FEERERKESREMSIIAVESE Take the ferry that sails between Ma Liu Shui, Kat O and Ap Chau > PI:;se e Al wvhen planning your trip.

[ J -
X e 00000 oo \@ e e 0000000 e e 0000000 @ HAE . ZREEZEHZ0TT Fare:HngofOTaTEtum'trip ticket
é (B REERIKESE=EMs0T)  (HKS50 for single-trip fare from Kat O to

e oa * = . o ey Ma Liu Shui) -t .
HSHRER AR ISBH LR HITH5D88 RIZEEHN - BRARBHHERERKE . ) B EmIRTSEHE
Take Exit B at University Station ENEEBRKEEE=RHE HIRESINEVEER - MAEKUAR1.50\FF o © m=EBHRFE] : 2555 9269 Ferry enquiries and bookings: 2555 9269  Kaito Ferry Service Details
il Li i Take the ferry that sai i i (BEEXBRAT) (Best Sonic Ind. Ltd.)
e L e e o e e (BRI EHEAMRE) (Subject to the latest information

Ma Liu Shui Pier Landing No. 3 Ap Chau on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays.

Sailing time is 1.5 hours. published by the ferry operator)

C 5iE Method (2) ) LINZAHIR2GHNETZER Join a local R2G geotour

@ http://www.hkr2g.net/b5_geotours.htm \:%

YIENER=
Register Now
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